BAL  GANGADHAR  TILAK
NEITHER Mr. Tilak nor his speeches really require any
presentation or foreword. His speeches are, like the
featureless Brahman, self-luminous. Straightforward,
lucid, never turning aside from the point which they
Tn.c3Ti to hammer in or wrapping it up in ornamental
verbiage, they read like a series of self-evident propo-
^sitions. And Mr. Tilak himself, his career, his place
mlndian politics are also a self-evident proposition*
2. hard fact baffling and dismaying in the last degree to
those to whom his name has been anathema and his
increasing pre-eminence figured as a portent of evil.
The condition of things in India being given, the one
possible aim for political effort resulting and the sole
means and spirit by which it could be brought about,
this man had to come and, once in the field, had to
come to the front He could not but stand in the end
where he stands today, as one of the two or three
leaders of the Indian people who are m their eyes the
incarnations of the national endeavour and the God-
given captains of the national aspiration. His life, his